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A giant leap: The Pragyan rover’s touchdown on the lunar surface,
as observed by the Lander Imager Camera, on Wednesday. pTi

Pragyan traverses
8 metres on moon

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Giving a much-awaited
glimpse of Pragyan, the In-
dian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) on Fri-
day said the rover
successfully traversed a
distance of around eight
metres on the lunar sur-
face.

The ISRO released two
videos of Pragyan, two
days after the Vikram lan-
der of Chandrayaan-3
made a historic soft-land-
ing near the South Pole of
the moon. The first video
shows the rover rolling out

of the lander onto the lu-
nar surface. The video was
captured by the Lander
Imager Camera on Wed-
nesday. The second video
shows the deployment of
the ramp from the lander
and the deployment of the
solar panel of the rover. “A
two-segment ramp facili-
tated the roll-down of the
rover. A solar panel ena-
bled the rover to generate
power,” the ISRO said on X
(formerly Twitter).
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Pragyvan traverses
8 metres on moon

The 1SRO said Pragyan payloads had been “turned
on”. “All planned Rover movements have been
verified... The Rover payloads Laser Induced
Breakdown Spectroscope (LIBS) and Alpha Parti-
cle X-ray Spectrometer (APXS) are turned on,” it
said. The objective of the two payloads is to derive
the elemental composition in the vicinity of the
landing site.

The lander has four payloads to study thermal
conductivity, temperature, seismicity, and other
characteristics of lunar surface. Of them, three
payloads — ILSA, RAMBHA and ChaSTE - have
been turned on.
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CM launches

expansion of
breakfast

scheme

M. S8ai Charan
NAGAPATTINAM

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
on Friday expanded the
Tamil Madu Chief Minis-
ter’s Breakfast Scheme
across the State. It will be-
nefit 17 lakh studemts of
Classes 1 to 5 at 31,008 go-
vernment schools and cost
the exchequer 404.41
croTe.

Speaking at the event,
he said he took immense
pride in launching the ex-
pansion of the fagship
scheme at Thirukkuvalai
Panchayat Union Middle
School in Nagapattinam,
where his father and form-
er Chief Minister M. Karu-
nanidhi studied.

He said a survey done
among 10 lakh children
aged less than six in urban
areas showed that nearly
92,000 of them were mal-
nourished.

CONTINUED ON
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Chaef Mirester M K. S23bn haseg breskdsst with students
Trddanels i Ragapattinam dutect on froday o

The g0 peovided nutrieat supy
20 thes as 2 resalt, 62,000 children recovered
Srom malutriion.

Mr. Stadin said the beeak st scheme was dissed
Alnﬂtﬂhmwmmmmﬂm
al st reducing esdsurition smcag chil
dren. It would also help to case the basden on
working ssothers and increase the anesdance and
resention of children in schoals.

Quotiog the verses “Undl kodarkor uyir Aol
orey’ (ose wiho give nourishunent 1o Bving belegs
In s workd give procioss life itsell) from Maes
mopaial, ooe of the Sve Tamil epics, he sabd,
“Thosgh the go has been impl 8
manry S p schemses, such i froe bus travel for
women and Pafhuesai Pn, e breakfist
scheme Is close 1o my beart and gives me im
meree satslhction s it almed at eradicating hun

ger, malmurition, and ansemia amoeg school
children”

The Chief Minister unged officials o ensare the
effective implementamon of e scheme and ap
pealed 10 the students 1o study well and enhance
their shills. “Those who achieved sucoess throsh
smroggdes found & place I history. The govers
ment will continue 1o exeouse wellare measares
Sollowisg the principles of sodial justice and [fol
Towing in the footsteps of] e leaders of the Dra
vidian movement ™

M slams NEET, NEF

“Ouxce teachers were like Drosmacharya, who bad
asked Sor the thuund of his stadess Ekalavya as Gu
ru Daishing. In the presens day, Dyoga Ackarnas
Bave been imposing beariers on soadenss through
the National Education Policy (NEP) and the Na
tional Elighiry cum Entrasce Test (NEET),” he
sad

Aner Lanching the schemse, the Ohief Minkster
had teeakfas with ihe students. He ako inspeciad
the Kitchen and interacsed with women's self delp

mwssbers who prepared the food.

P. Senchll Kumar, ipal Secregary, Depan
ment of Rarad Development and Panchayax Raj:
Shunchonngas Jatak Chira, Secrecary, Depant
ment of Soclal Welfare and Woesen Empower
ment; Nagaparsoam MNP M. Selvarisu; Collecior
Jotuny Tom Varghese; Kilvedur MLA VP Nagad Mo
E N. Gowthaman, chedrman, Tas] Nada Fidher
s Development Corporation; and U Marhiva
san, chadrman, Tahdco, participaned a1 the evest

Mr. Stain Lesnched e Brealfast Scheme on
Seprember 15, 2002, the bird asnlversary of DMK
Soundes and former Chéef Minister CN. Ansady
o3, at the Corpocation Primary Schoaol Asthizeoo-
Lan 11, Stmumadal, Madural. Initally, i@ was meant
to provide nutriious teealdast o LM 095 soo
deqts of Classes 1 50 5 & 1,545 government
schooks.

Encouraged by the Incresse in the anendance
of stadeoss after @ scheme was Liunched, the go-
vernmest decided 10 espund k. Under the
scheme, 50 grams of cereals, 15 grams of dal, and
Socally availabie vegetabies are gives oo & child a
day, along with 150 grams 200 grams of cooked
food and 60 grams of sambar with vegetables.
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28-ft Nataraja sculpture from T.N. to adorn G-20 venue

B. Kolappan
CHENNAI

A 28-foot Nataraja statue,
meant to be placed at the
venue of the G20 Leaders’
Summit to be held next
month in New Delhi, was
sent by road on Friday
from Swamimalai, a small
town in Tamil Nadu's
Thanjavur district, known
for its bronze sculptures.
The statue, weighing 19
tonnes, and made of eight
metals: gold, silver, lead,
copper, tin, mercury, iron
and zinc (Ashtadhatu), is
believed to be the world's
tallest Nataraja sculpture.
The statue is on its way
to the Bharat Mandapam,
Pragati Maidan, where the
summit is scheduled to be

Off to Capital: The 28-ft Nataraja statue being despatched to New Delhi from Swamimalai in Thanjavur
district of Tamil Nadu. At right is the wax model of the sculpture. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

held on September 9 and
10. “Today we sent the un-
polished statue to Delhi.
The pedestal of the statue
will be sent separately. Pol-
ishing and final touches to
the statue will be done in
Delhi,” said Srikanta Sta-

pathi of Swamimalai, who
along with his brothers
Radhakrishna Stapathi and
Swaminatha Stapathi,
made the statue.

The three are the sons of
renowned sculptor Deva-
senapathy Stapathi.

The statue is 22 feet in
height, and the pedestal is
six feet, making the entire
structure 28 feet tall. “We
have followed the model of
Chidambaram, Konerira-
japuram and other Natara-
jas of the Chola period in

Indian women bag
free pistol gold

Tivana, Sakshi and Kirandeep do the country proud as it finishes second

on the medals’ table behind China while USA ends up third

SHOOTING WORLDS

Sports Bureau

he women’s free
T pistol team helped

India sign off from
the World shooting cham-
pionship on a golden note
in Baku, Azerbaijan, on Fri-
day. India wound up se-
cond on the medals’ table
with six gold and eight
bronze medals.

China was on top with 15
gold, seven silver and six
bronze. USA was third with
five gold, two silver and a
bronze.

Tivana Phogat, Sakshi
Suryavanshi and Kiran-
deep Kaur won the 50-
metre free pistol team gold
with a total of 1573, six
points ahead of China. Ti-
yana also won the indivi-

On top: Tiyana Phogat, Sakshi Suryavanshi and Kirandeep Kaur
with the free pistol gold. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

dual bronze with 533 as
she missed silver by one
point.

The results: 25m centre fire
pistol: Men: Team: 1. Germany
1743; 2. Korea 1731; 3. india
(Rajendra, Akshay, Gauray) 1718
50m free pistol: Men: L. XiYu
(Chn) 558; 2. Lauris Strautmanis

(Lat) 557; 3. Ravinder Singh 556. ;
11 Kamaljeet 547; 18. Vikram
Shinde 543,

Team: 1. China 1655; 2. Korea
1654; 3. indlia 1646 (Ravinder,
Kamaljeet, Vikram).

Women: Team: L. India {Tiyana,
Sakshi, Kirandeep) 1573; 2. China
1567; 3. Mangolia 1566.

making this statue,” said
Mr. Srikanta Stapathi.
Sculptors Sadasivam, Gow-
risankar, Santosh Kumar
and Raghavan were also in-
volved in the project.

Sculptors  follow the
‘lost-wax’ casting method
to make such statues.
Sculptors first make a wax
model and encase itin clay.
“The clay, known as allu-
vial soil, is available on a
stretch of the Cauvery river
that runs through Swami-
malai," Mr. Srikanta Sta-
pathi said.

After the clay dries, the
whole mass is heated to
drain the melted wax.
“The space left by the melt-
ed wax is filled with molten
bronze. After allowing it to
cool, we break the mould

and chisel the statue to
perfection,” he said.

Six-month effort

The order for the statue
was placed by Union Cul-
ture Ministry this February
and it took six months to
complete the work. “We
could have completed it
earlier, but for the rain,” he
said. The cost of the statue
is around 10 crore.

The statue was handed
over to Achal Pandya, pro-
fessor and HoD (Conserva-
tion), the Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the
Arts, who will accompany
it to New Delhi.

Sources said Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi was
keen on a Nataraja statue at
the G-20 venue.
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